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Made into a movie starring Patrick Swayze, this is the inspiring story of an American doctor who

experienced a spiritual rebirth in an impoverished section of Calcutta.
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This is a story of hearts in Calcutta. Dominique Lapierre, world-renowned journalist and author,

narrates and interviews the lives and struggles - eventually intertwined - of Hasari Pal (a peasant

driven to the city by a drought which devastates his village), Stephan Kovalski (a Polish priest

seeking to identify with the poorest of the poor, and getting more than he bargained for in the slums

of Anand Nagar) and Max Loeb (a Jewish-American medical grad responding to Kovalski's

invitation to help out for a year).Everything revolves around the 'City of Joy', the name given to the

slum of Anand Nagar in the heart of Calcutta. Lapierre's descriptions are fascinating and insightful in

their detail and colour as they are horrifying and unbelievably stark in their vividness and actuality.

He opens us up to the afflictions, hardships, rituals and occasionally care-free living of lepers,

rickshaw pullers, eunuchs, peasants, scrap yard rag-pickers and hovel life in the slum. He explains

the intricate and wondrous minutiae of Indian wedding negotiations, festivals, funerals, even toilet

rituals; the scheming and inhumanity behind the blood (and skeleton!) donation business, the foetus

trade business, the rickshaw business, mafia operations; the sad and almost comical inefficiencies

of a Calcutta post-office, hospitals, traffic control; the horrendous adversities brought by floods,

droughts, scorching summers, even a cyclone. Along the way we're also treated to an exciting

kite-war, fought between child and adult alike along the slum's rooftops, plus a glimpse of Mother



Teresa's ministry in the Home for Dying Destitutes beside the Temple of Kali.For the poor, even

their only source of joy - their families and dreams - are vulnerable to separation and shatter.
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